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Key 

Vocabulary 

Definition 

chiaroscuro  Italian work meaning 

‘light-dark’ or ‘light & 

shade’. 

composition  putting different 

elements together in a 

pleasing way 

mark 

making 

the creation of different 

lines, patterns or shapes 

mural a painting applied to a 

wall or ceiling 

still life painting or drawing of an 

arrangement of objects  

technique The way in which an 

artist uses certain skills in 

their artwork 

tonal how light or dark a 

colour or shade is 

tone how light or dark 

something is  

Leonardo Da Vinci, Georges De La Tours and Jan 

Vemeer are artists that used chiaroscuro to create 

dramatic light and shade to the main feature of 

their artwork. This also create a three dimensional 

effect.  Da Vinci is well known for using this 

technique.                                                       Jan Vameer 

 

Georges De La Tours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leonardo Da Vinci 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chiaroscuro in digital 

In these black and white digital images, you can 

see where the light source is coming from, the 

highlights and range of tones. 

 

What do I already know?  

 

 

 


