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Ancient Egypt

Key Vocabulary

scribe Person whose job it was to read, 

write and keep records

Rosetta Stone A broken part of a bigger stone 

slab. It was an important clue 

that helped researchers read 

hieroglyphics

Sphinx Sculpture with lion’s body and 

head of the ruler built to guard 

the pharaoh in the afterlife 

tomb Grave or building where body 

of dead person is laid

vizier Important men who worked for 

the pharaoh 

ancient The term to describe history 

before 500AD  

artefact An object made by human 

beings

Ankh Symbol of life which only gods 

and kings carried 

civilisation Way of life of a group of people

embalming Preserving the dead body using 

chemicals salts and oils

excavate To dig in the ground to discover 

old buildings or objects that 

have been buried for a long 

time

flax Plant that can be made into 

cloth

hieroglyphics Symbols used by Ancient 

Egyptians in their writing

mummification A way of preserving a body 

after death 

pharoah A ruler of Ancient Egypt who 
was very wealthy who the 
people thought came from 
the sun-god Ra

What do I already know?

I know that human history goes beyond my 

living memory. 

Ancient Egypt is the best known early 

civilisation. This was the time when people 

changed from being hunter gathers to living 

in large, organised settlements.

People were brought together under 

one king, the pharaoh, and were 

capable of building pyramids and 

temples which still stand today, close to 

the all-important river Nile.

Tutankhamun is the most famous pharoah. 
His tomb was only discovered 100 years 

ago Below the pharaoh, there were other 
levels of society from viziers and scribes 

and priests down to slaves.

Tutunkhamun’s death mask

An artist’s depiction of a settlement in Ancient Egypt

The Egyptian pyramids The River NIle

A vizier

The Egyptians worshipped hundreds of gods, 
many represented by animals.
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