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The Impact of World War II 

Key Vocabulary

allies Countries fighting on the same 

side

Anderson 

Shelter

Outdoor steel cage shelters put 

up in gardens and covered 

with earth

ARP – Air 

Raid Patrol 

Warden

Responsible for making sure 

people wore gas masks, hid in 

shelters and put lights out at 

night

Battle of 

Britain

Famous victory in the air battle 

involving Spitfires which took 

place in the skies of Kent in the 

summer of 1940 when Britain 

alone was fighting Germany

billeting Place of evacuated children in 

volunteer foster parents’ homes

Black 

Market

Illegal sale of scarce goods 

people couldn’t get through 

rationing 

The Blitz Lighting attacks by German 

bombers on British ports and 

cities, London and Coventry 

were worst hit

censorship The government control of 

news to make sure it didn’t help 

the enemy

civilian Someone not in the armed 

forces

Dunkirk A place in France where British 

army was trapped and had to 

be rescued by all sorts of small 

boats coming from the UK

evacuation Large-scale sending of children 

from cities likely to be bombed 

to safe places in the 

countryside

Home 

Guard

1.5 million men between ages 

of 17 and 65 who guarded the 

coast and important army 

posts

What do I already know?

I know why countries invade other 

countries. 

I know that countries use an army to 

attack and defend. 

In this topic, we learn why Britain went to war 

and was threatened with invasion by Hitler’s 

Germany during the Second World War. 

We will look at how the British people 

managed to cope with life on the Home Front 

for 6 years. Much of that time was spent with 

rationed food, restricted freedom and the 

threat of bombing, especially in large cities.

To keep up people’s spirits, the government 

produced a lot of propaganda as well as 

censorship to put a positive spin on events. 

Examples of government propaganda during WWII

Many British children were evacuated from their home

Men between 18 and 41 were sent away to fight 
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